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By Bill & Lois Brimmer

Welcome to the late arrivals!

It has been said that the first snowbirds to arrive are the hum-
mingbirds, song birds, monarch butterflies, and water fowl. 
Now, the only things left to arrive are the old buzzards 😊!

There have been many changes and improvements in the park! 
We’ve been sprucing up by painting, rebuilding benches, and 
adding new bookcases.  No need to ask “when is there going 
to be hot water in the bath house?”  We now have plenty of 
hot water!  Repairs to the pavement will begin soon. 

We hope you enjoy your stay here at the park.  As always, we 
are ever mindful of your wishes!

     Bill & Lois

From the Editors
Rice Creek RV Resort Newsletter

 Also available in color on-line at www.ontracnewsletters.com

Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this 
edition, as well as our managers, activities directors, and 
coordinators.

 Please submit your ideas or articles in writing or by email 
with your name, address, and phone number.

Doug or Robin Vaughan, 11109 Peru Creek Dr.
(813) 503-6255 or (813) 217-1141
douglasmvaughan@gmail.com 
or robinavaughan@gmail.com 

YARD OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Richard and Maribell Martinez as the 
recipients of January’s YARD OF THE MONTH. (Maribell 
was at work when the picture was taken).  There will be 
a new YARD OF THE MONTH in February.

February Is 
The Month Of Love

Some interesting facts about love that will 
make your heart smile:

Falling in love is like being on drugs. (For 
those who have no reference for this scientific 
conclusion, we’ll have to have faith in the 
research)

Animals commit to monogamous relationships 
too!

Love is chemically addicting. (Again, with the 
reference to drugs)

Love and laughter go hand in hand.

Men fall in love faster than women, and they 
also fall in love at first sight more often than 
women.

Love makes you do things you probably 
shouldn’t.  For instance, Paul Stuart broke 
out of jail to spend Valentine’s Day with his 
girlfriend. (Wonder if he was in jail for drugs?) 
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EDITORIAL
By:  Robin Vaughan 

I don’t know about you, but I’m finding more and more often 
the events I like to participate in are cashless.  What exactly 
does that mean?  Well, it means you can’t spend actual 
cash.  The only forms of payment allowed are debit or credit 
cards, or payment through digital wallets (like Zelle, Paypal, 
Google Pay, Venmo or Apple Pay).  I’m sure it’s my age, but 
not being able to use the form of payment I choose to pay 
for purchases or services is kind of scary. What happens if 
the internet goes down and you’re in line at the grocery 
store with a cart full of perishable foods?  What will happen 
to piggy banks?  Will the Tooth Fairy transfer funds to your 
grandchild’s predetermined electronic account?  How will 
50/50 drawings be paid out?  I have so many questions.  

BULLETIN BOARD
At the back of the hall, post notices on 3”x5” cards. Write 
the date posted on card. This board will be checked and 
kept neat. The cards will be removed every month. For more 
information see Prudy.

Friday Morning Meeting
Free coffee and $1.00 donuts at 7:45am.  Information meet-
ing at 8:30am. This is the place to find out what is happening 
in the park and any changes to scheduled events. All are 
encouraged to attend!

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
By: Prudy Hodsdon  (603) 312-1461

We made it through Christmas and New Years! I hope you 
had the opportunity to get involved in some of the many 
activities that took place.  Thank you to everyone who helped 
to make it such a fun season!

February 3rd @ 7:00pm singer and entertainer “Tornado” 
will perform. The price will be $7.00. Tornado is new to the 
park so let’s all come out and support him!

February 6th is the always popular Bean Soup Supper.

February 11th is Superbowl Sunday!  We will have pizza and 
the game on in the hall.  

February 14th is the Valentines Dance with, by popular 
demand, the Aloha Sharks.

February 18th is the 50th and 60th anniversary dinner.

February 24th is Vegas Night in the hall – great prizes to 
be won!

February 25th we top the month off with everyone’s favorite 
Bill D. Williams.

This should keep us busy!

TARGET YOUR 
MARKET!

Call us today to get your ad in one 
of our community newsletters!

941-723-5003

PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED

www.ontracnewsletters.com
email: valerie@ontracnewsletters.com

Your
Manufactured & Mobile Home

Insurance Specialist
Manufactured • Mobile

Park Model • Cars
Boats • Golf Carts

Great Options...Great P rices

909 Pondella Road., N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903
at the corner of Pondella Rd. & Orange Grove Blvd.

Phone 239-995-0333
E-mail: mh@bassineinsurance.com
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In the 1920s, Amish and Mennonite farmers were persuaded to come to the Sarasota area 
primarily to grow celery, a common Amish crop. When they arrived, they found the soil was 
not suitable for celery crops.  However, the weather enticed them to stay, or at least visit on 
a regular basis. They created the community of Pinecraft, a small area of about 500 homes at 
the intersection of Beneva Road and Bahia Vista Street. You know you’re in Pinecraft when you 
see folks dressed in traditional plain clothing and prayer coverings, often riding adult tricycles 

with large baskets on the back (a replacement for horse-and-buggy transportation, which is not allowed on city streets). The 
Amish community is a testament to the preservation of tradition. Here, the Amish have found a place to continue their way 
of life while contributing to the local economy.

Amish furniture stores are very popular and carry handcrafted wooden pieces that are beautiful examples of 
Amish craftsmanship. In addition to furniture, Amish shops also showcase quilts, handmade toys, and artisanal 
home decor.  Amish restaurants also carry a variety of handcrafted items. The Amish community has made its 
mark on the local culinary scene with a handful of restaurants that offer a taste of traditional Amish fare. These 
establishments focus on hearty, home-cooked meals made from scratch, using fresh and locally sourced ingredients.  
The restaurants are closed on Sundays.

Yoder’s Restaurant & Amish Village, 3434 Bahia Vista St., Sarasota https://www.yodersrestaurant.com/
Der Dutchman, 3713 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota  https://dhgroup.com/restaurants/der-dutchman-sarasota-fl/
Dutchcrafters Amish Furniture, 3709 N. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota https://www.dutchcrafters.com/content/amish-
furniture-sarasota/

PINECRAFT
AN AMISH COMMUNITY IN SARASOTA
Photos courtesy of Yoder’s Restaurant & Amish Village.
By: Doug Vaughan

10931 Boyette Road 
Riverview, FL 33569

813-671-3400
www.boyetteanimalhospital.com
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LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
By: Gwendolyn Donnell

All ladies are invited to the craft 
room on Wednesdays at 10:00am.

BINGO
By:  Paul Albert

Every Thursday nickel bingo begins at 6:00pm. NOTE: THE 
CUT OFF FOR PURCHASING CARDS IS 5:50PM, NO EXCEP-
TIONS!  
25 nickels, 5 dimes and 6 quarters 
is all you need for this entertaining 
night. If you want, add a dollar for 
each ‘jug’ ticket, which is becoming 
quite large!

BILLIARDS
Billiards tournament is every Wednesday at 6:30pm, up to 20 
people. 11 people or less we play singles. 12 people or more 
and we draw cards for partners. $5 entry fee -- All money is 
paid out as follows: 

1 50/50 drawing, plus 1st, 2nd and 3rd place  
- Doug Moorhouse is the Administrator (503) 320-1453

8-Ball singles tournament every other Saturday at 
6:00pm. Limited to 10 people, $10 entry fee. All money 
is paid out as a 60/40 split for 1st and 2nd place.

This month’s will be on Jan 6th and 20th - “JJ” Johnson 
is the Administrator (843) 599-3885

All are welcome! There are no separate divisions for women 
and men.

Sign-up sheets are in the billiards room on the bulletin 
board. Park residents will always take precedence over 
non-residents, but non-residents are welcome if not enough 
residents are playing!  Those on the sign-up sheets will have 
precedence over those that just show up to play.

So, sign up!!!

Let’s all HAVE FUN!!!!

BOOK CLUB
By: Sharon Bruce 

(813)374-1020

A wonderful bunch of people attend-
ed our first Book Club on January 
12th. Come join us each Friday after-
noon at 1:30pm.

BOWLING
WOW!

Here we are in February already, 
and what a great or should I say 
AMAZING season!

Bowling is really catching on!  We have a FULL house almost 
every week.

We have a lot of NEW folks this season and the LAUGHTER 
is getting louder and louder!

Ron and I have met some amazing new friends all because 
of 10 pins and a Ball.

SEE YOU AT THE ALLEY,
Ron and Nancy

586 -871-5333

CARDS
If you like to play cards (or would like to learn), the following 
are options you might consider:

Court Whist on Sunday nights at 6:30pm in the craft 
room.

Hand, Foot & Elbow on Monday nights at 6:30pm in 
the hall.

Pinochle on Tuesday and Wednesday nights at 
6:30pm in the craft room.

Euchre We are back to playing Euchre! Our night has 
changed to Wednesday at 6:30pm in the hall. If there 
is another activity scheduled, we will find somewhere 
else to play! The cost is $1.00, and all prize money is 
distributed at the end of the night. Please come out to 
join us and have a good time. All are welcome even if 
you are new to the game!

5 Crowns is sweeping the country!  It’s a really fun 
card game a lot like rummy. Played with 3-7 players 
and there is no partner pressure! It’s not difficult to 
learn. Please join this fun-loving group of Rice Creek 
friends!  Fridays, 10:30am -12noon in the craft room. 
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Quality Workmanship
Honest Pricing

(800) 377-7885 or (813) 606-4742(800) 377-7885 or (813) 606-4742

• Vapor / Moisture Barrier
• Underhome Encapsulated Insulation
• Hurricane Tie-Down Anchors

We Keep rodents, 
snakes, spiders, bugs, 
mold, mildew, and 
damaging moisture out 
of your home!

We Keep rodents, 
snakes, spiders, bugs, 
mold, mildew, and 
damaging moisture out 
of your home!

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

8 Yrs
Exp.
8 Yrs
Exp.

BEFORE

AFTER

FAMILY
OPERATED

FL State Licensed Mobile Home 
Installer # IH-1110636

FL State General Contractor
License #1531303
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HORSESHOES
ATTENTION ALL HORSESHOE PLAYERS!  We will be pitch-
ing at 9:00am everyday Monday through Friday, with a 
tournament every other Saturday. You do not need to 
have your own shoes to participate. Come have some fun!

CORNHOLE
Come join us on Mondays 
and Fridays at 9:30am. Learn 
the game and have fun!

DRIVEWAY SALE
 Permitted on the first Saturday of 

every month. This month’s will be 
on Saturday, February 3rd.

CERAMICS
By: Sharon Bruce (813)374-1020

 Thursdays 9:00am – 12 noon in the room next to the work-
shop across the street from the hall.

EXERCISE CLASS
By: Jackie T.

We’re looking for folks to join us every morning, Monday 
through Thursday at 8:00am for exercise in the hall. We do 
an aerobic tape that lasts about 30 minutes. We don’t care 
how you’re dressed or how you look. This is a great way to 
start the day!

LADIES GOLF
By: Margie Pintek

Wednesdays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf 
Club. There’s a sign-up sheet in the hall.

MENS GOLF
By: Mike Pintek

Mondays @ 9:00am  
at Bloomingdale Golf Club. 

Wednesdays @ 9:00am  
at Summerfield Golf Club.

Sign-up sheets are in the hall.

INDOOR SHUFFLEBOARD TABLE
A resident of the park has donated an indoor shuffleboard, 
which is located in the pool room for anyone to enjoy.

A Heart For God, A Love For Others 
(By: Chapel Elder Vincent Donnell, Pastor)

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your  
heart and with all your soul  and with all your mind.  

This is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.

(Matthew 22:37-39)

Having a heart for God begins with 
making God a priority and centerpiece 
of your heart and life. Allow your faith 
in God to flourish and live humbly 
before the Lord. Show love for others 
with kindness, compassion and respect, 
regardless of their background, beliefs 
or circumstances. Having a heart for 
God means to love Him with your life. 
Having a genuine love for others is what 
pleases God. We all have flukes and 
flaws, but God compels us to love and 
not focus on faults.

Join us in the hall for Chapel Service  
every Sunday at 9:00am.

Followed by fellowship coffee hour.

CHAPEL

LINE DANCING
By: Gwendolyn Donnell

Come learn some new moves in the hall 
Wednesdays at 3:00pm.

PORCH BAND 
Join us at the pavilion on Tuesday 

and Thursday evenings from 7:00pm-
9:00pm.  If you play an instrument and 

would like to join in, come on down!
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SHUFFLEBOARD
by: Dave Hodson (603) 312-1461

Come join us on Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday at 9:00am for a morning of 

shuffling!  We are having a great time!  If 
you would like to learn the game without having 

to participate in the regular scheduled times, please give me a 
call. Pucks and cues are available to anyone who wishes to play.

If you have any questions, please call me at the number above.

SCRAPBAG QUILTERS
By: Cathy Alexander

Sewers and quilters needed! The Charity Quilting Group 
meets on Thursday mornings from 9:00am to 12noon.  Just 
bring up your sewing machine…we supply the rest. In the 
past few years, we have made over 250 quilts that have 
been donated to the pediatric ward in Brandon Hospital. 
When a child is admitted to the ward their bed is made 
up with a blanket or quilt that they take home with them 
when they are discharged. All the quilt tops are made with 
donated fabric. Batting and the flannel for the backings are 
purchased with money from the activities fund and some 
very generous donations from a gentleman in the park. All 
quilters and sewers are welcome!

RICE CREEK 
CRAFTERS & STITCHERS

By: Linda Seese  (480) 516-7333 
We have had such a nice time reuniting with old friends 
and welcoming new friends to our group. We have a diverse 
bunch of talented creators and crafters. All that is missing 
is you! Please consider joining us this month! I promise that 
you’ll be welcomed and want to return! Sometimes we 
share a group project, but often we bring and work on our 
own projects. We have talked about learning 
to make crocheted baskets this winter, 
which will appeal to both novice and 
experienced crocheters. Totally op-
tional, of course!  Grab a neighbor 
and join us! We have a lot of room at 
the table!! Tuesday, 1:30pm-3:30pm 
in the corner of the hall

1.  How many wives did Henry VIII have?

2.  What do bees collect to make honey?

3.  Before founding Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg created a 
website that allowed users to compare the attractiveness 
of two people side by side.  What was it called?

4.  What is the name of a bunch of flamingos?

5.  What animal is known to laugh and has been proven 
to have a sense of humor?

(ANSWERS ON PAGE 9)

TRIVIA CORNER COMEDY CORNER
1.  I was going to tell a time-travelling joke,  
but you didn’t like it.

2.  I went to the doctor with a suspicious looking mole.   
He told me they all look that way and I should have left it 
in the garden.

3.  What is the state best known for its small drinks?   
Minnesota

4.  Two men are on the opposite sides of a river.  The first 
man shouts “how do I get to the other side of the river?”  
The other man yells “You are on the other side of the river!”

5.  What do you call a line of men waiting for a haircut?  
A barberqueue
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WATERCOLOR PAINTING 
Watercolor painting is on Thursdays in the craft room 
from 6:30pm until 8:30pm. If you have some watercolor 
supplies, bring them. We have some brushes, paint, and 
paper for beginners. Bring a plastic container for water and 
a pencil and eraser if you can. We will begin with a few basic 
techniques for you to try and get 
used to the medium. 

There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the hall. Sessions 
will be led by Sheila Clark and 
Gundi Sheppard.

STAINED GLASS
By: Jean Weinel (301) 787-8661

Classes will be held on Thursdays from 1:00pm – 4:00pm in 
the room next to the workshop across the street from the hall.

YARD GAMES
Bocce ball, ladder ball and corn hole 
games are available for your 
use and are located 
in the library.

HOT DAWGS 

Floyd and his crew will be serving them hot 
at noon on Saturday, Feb 10th and 24th. 

There will also be a 50/50 drawing. 
Please bring your own container for orders to go.

Pictured left to right:  Mitch Ashman, Jerry LaFramboise, 
Bonnie Ruozzi, Karen Nuest, Nelson Williams, Sylvia Williams, 

Floyd Anderson, Jerry Krentz.

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1.  6
2.  Nectar
3.  Facemash
4.  Flamboyance
5.  Rats

2/10 – 2/11 MONSTER JAM – Tampa
https://www.monsterjam.com/en-US/tickets

2/11 INDIE FLEA MARKET, Ybor City, Tampa
https://theindieflea.com/

2/8 – 2/19 FLORIDA STATE FAIR – Tampa
https://floridastatefair.com/

2/17 WINTHROP POP UP MARKET – Riverview
https://www.winthroppopupmarket.com/

2/18 BRANDON SUNDAY MARKET
https://www.facebook.com/brandonsundaymarket/

2/24 – 2/25 ART & SEAFOOD ON THE WATERFRONT  
  – Safety Harbor
https://www.safetyharborchamber.com/

SOME LOCAL AND 
NOT SO LOCAL HAPPENINGS

4 8 7 6 5

4 5

2 7

5 3

9 8 3

7 9 1 8

7 8 9

5 6 2 4

4 1 9 3

Sudoku Puzzle #Q394FN
Presented by Puzzle Baron

Rated: Easy

3 2 9

7 4 1

3 8

4 8 3

7 9 4 2

5

8 6 4

6 2 1

3 7 8

Sudoku Puzzle #K383RI
Presented by Puzzle Baron

Rated: Medium

SUDOKU Solution on page 15
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COMMUNITY

ROOFING OF FLORIDA, INC.

"Proudly Serving Your Community"• Family Owned and Operated

Free Estimates

Lic# CCC1330642

Lifetime Warranty on Labor & Materials!
www.CommunityRoof.com

100% Maintenance Free Roofs!

800-511-2517800-511-2517

We Do All
Roof Overs, Roof Coatings,
Roof Repairs & Inspections
on all Manufactured Homes

A+ Rated

10%OFF 

facebook
5 Star Rated
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NEW EATS FOR 2024 
AT THE FLORIDA STATE 

FAIR
Feb 8th - 19th

By: Doug Vaughan

Every year brings us creative and delicious (sometimes) 
new fair foods. A few samples of this year’s 20 offerings:

TEMPERAMENTAL HOG FUNNEL CAKE
Funnel cake mix combined with cornmeal and BBQ 
seasoning rub to create a crunchy delicious funnel 
cake that is topped with pulled pork. YOU pick which 
temperament you want on your cake. Happy - sweet 
Angry - hot Furious - super hot.  Then we smooth it 
down with cream cheese. LOCATION: The Best Around

BACON WAFFLE CHEESEBURGER
100% All beef patty topped with cheddar cheese 
and applewood smoked bacon in between two 
Belgian waffles with pearl sugar baked into the waffle. 
LOCATION: Macken’s Sliders

FRIED SPAM GRILLED CHEESE
A delicious twist on the classic, featuring crispy pan-
fried spam layered with gooey melted cheese between 
toasted bread. The result is a delightful blend of 
savory and cheesy goodness. LOCATION: Showstopper 
Concessions

POUTINE BURGER
A flame grilled burger with fresh cut fries, warm cheese 
curds and topped with gravy served on a homemade 
bun. LOCATION: DeAnna’s Donut Burger

SPICY KOREAN CORNDOG
Hot dog, dipped in buttermilk batter, layered with 
cheese, and rolled in crushed spicy hot Cheetos. 
LOCATION: Seivers Smokehouse Grill

HONEY BUNNY CURD BURGER
A flame-grilled fresh ground burger covered with a melted 
blanket of ooey-gooey cheese curds nestled between two 
Honey Buns.  LOCATION: Shockley’s Food Service

BREAKFAST 
Scott Denson and Jim Baxter will be serving up  

hot breakfasts at 8:30am on Saturday Feb 3rd and 17th.
Check the board for menu and cost. 

BEAN SOUP SUPPER 
By: Scott Denson

This season’s bean soup supper will be on February 6th 
from 4:30pm to 5:30pm in the hall.  Tickets will still be 

only $5.00. Soup, corn bread and apple pie!  
Please remember to bring your own soup bowl and utensils.

Attendance at this very popular event has steadily increased 
from 88 tickets sold in 2016, to 130 sold last year!  

Let’s break the record this year! I hope to see you there!
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Crossword #244F2GKU
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72

Across
1. "____ for real?"
5. PC monitors
9. Rice-shaped pastas
14. Convention group
15. Paris playground
16. Critic Thomas
17. Indian ruler
19. Cease, at sea
20. Germ
21. Egypt's Sadat
23. Bar bill
25. Guacamole base
30. Cowardly
33. Pres. after GWB
35. Molokai neighbor
36. Actor Greene
37. Music of India
39. Milk dispenser
42. Idiot
43. "Never ___ moment!"
45. Is in debt

47. Morning hrs.
48. City employee
52. Area of unrest
53. Amour ___ (uncontrollable passion)
54. Acropolis sight
57. Terminix rival
61. Swindler's operation
65. Phrase from one who just dealt an
insult
67. Mr. Howe
68. Tiny branch
69. Many-armed Hindu goddess
70. With plenty left over
71. Darth Maul's group
72. Neap anagram

Down
1. Some desktops
2. High-five, e.g.
3. Sweet treat
4. Card game akin to euchre
5. Number cruncher, familiarly
6. Hindu prince
7. Air ____ (budget carrier)
8. He's never out of stock
9. Hot at the casino
10. Toyota ___4 (SUV model)
11. When doubled, a Gabor
12. Words of understanding
13. Gel
18. Dominion
22. Road map abbr.
24. Sky shade, in Saxony
26. Vein blockage
27. Combat with fighter-bombers
28. Levi's or Jordache material
29. "Night Music" playwright Clifford
30. Dairy snack
31. African lute
32. Heiress, at times
33. Having some nerve
34. Couldn't help but
38. Draft choices
40. Lamb's mom
41. Mariner's peril
44. Hansen's disease
46. Lampoon
49. With "r," a long trip
50. Acts frugally
51. Shout attributed to Archimedes
55. Part of a bedtime prayer
56. "And ___ goes..."
58. Sack starter
59. Emerald ____
60. Alternative to "ja"
61. "Don't ___ fool!"
62. Historic city on the Danube
63. Light bite
64. Airline to Seoul
66. I would follow these

CROSSWORDCROSSWORD

Solution on page 15
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Want To Try A Fun 
Outdoor Activity?

Explore some of the local u-pick farms!  It can be a great day 
in the sunshine!  Many of the farms offer not only seasonal 
fruits and flowers for you to hand pick, but also farm stores, 
festivals, tasting experiences, music and fun! 

Strawberries:  December – March
Oranges and Citrus:  Winter months, December – March
Blueberries:  March – May
Peaches:  Early spring
Sunflowers:  Spring and Fall

Here are some pointers to make you day more pleasurable:

• Bring plenty of water;
• Be prepared to get dirty – ideally shoes should be 

closed-toe, old, or ones that are easily cleaned;
• Bring wet wipes, towels, paper towels – great idea to 

avoid tracking dirt into your car;
• Pack sun protection;
• Bring the right containers – some of the farms have 

bags and boxes to put your picked produce in, but 
it’s a good idea to bring your own just in case.  Keep 
in mind you’re paying by weight, so lighter bags and 
baskets are a good idea.

• I would recommend calling, or checking the websites 
in advance of your planned trip to make sure their 
fields are open, and they have product available. The 
following are places I’ve been to or heard of.  I’m sure 
there are other farms in the area.

Spivey Farms:  
6101 S. County Rd. 39, Plant City, FL 33567 
813-650-8999 
 http://www.myspiveyfarms.com/

JG Ranch:  
17200 Wiscon Rd., Brooksville, FL 
352-799-0556 
https://jgranch.com/

Keel Farms: 
5202 Thonotosassa Rd., Plant City, FL 
813-752-9100 
https://www.keelfarms.com/ 

Strawberry Passion/Passion Organics:  
9491 Rockhill Rd., Thonotosassa 33592 
813-735-6706  
https://www.facebook.com/strawberrypassionfarms/ 

Dooley Groves: 
1651 Stephens Rd., Ruskin, FL 33570 
813-645-3256 https://dooleygroves.com/ 

Cooking
Corner

Ingredients:
1 ½ cups granulated sugar
¾ cup all-purpose flour
2/3 cup cocoa powder (sift if lumpy)
½ cup powdered sugar (sift if lumpy)
½ cup dark chocolate chips
¾ tsp sea salt
2 large eggs
½ cup canola oil or extra-virgin olive oil
2 Tablespoons water
½ tsp vanilla

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  Lightly spray an 8x8 baking 
dish and line with parchment paper.  In a medium bowl, 
combine dry ingredients.  In a large bowl, whisk together 
the eggs, oil, water and vanilla.  Sprinkle the dry ingredients 
over the wet, mix and stir until just combined.  Pour batter 
into prepared pan.  Bake for 40 to 48 minutes, or until a 
toothpick comes out with only a few crumbs attached.  Cool 
completely before slicing.

Notes:  It’s better to take brownies out of the oven a little early, 
rather than leave them in too long!  Also, the brownies will 
be super gooey when they come out of the oven.  Let them 
cool at least 2 hours to allow them time to set-up.

COCKTAIL OF THE MONTH:
Chocolate-heavy brownies pair beautifully with red wine – 
particularly Merlot or Cabernet Sauvignon.  As I’ve posted 
before – choosing a wine shouldn’t be the cause of anxiety!  
Prices of wines range from bargain basement to ultra 
expensive.  The rule of thumb is:  if you like it, drink it! 

Another great pairing with brownies is scotch whisky!  I’m 
not much of a spirits drinker, but I have had this combination 
before and it is so good!  Again, your taste buds, your choice 
of whiskey. 

In keeping with the theme of 
love in the month of February,  
and in celebration of National Dark 
Chocolate Day, I hope you enjoy the 
following homemade brownie recipe:
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FUN FACTS ABOUT FEBRUARY
By:  Robin Vaughan

The month of February might be the shortest month 
of the year, but still has several important holidays and 
observances.  There is, of course, Valentine’s Day on February 
14.  Fair warning:  get your cards, etc. early!  Pickings get 
pretty slim the closer you get to the date!  You don’t want to 
get a card that compares your feelings for your mate to that 
of a primate!  Or maybe you do.  In that case, wait until the 
last minute!  Here are some interesting dates to celebrate:

February 1:  National Dark Chocolate Day (Did you know 
that dark chocolate is particularly beneficial for your gut?  It 
provides fuel and promotes the growth of “good” bacteria.  
Note:  large quantities can also promote the expansion of 
said gut.)

February 2:  Groundhog Day 

February 3:  National Golden Retriever Day as well as 
Doggie Date Night!  (Win win for the Goldies!)

February 4:  National Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day

February 9:  National Pizza Day

February 11:  Super Bowl Sunday

February 13:  Galentine’s Day (anyone remember that 
episode of Parks & Recreation?)

February 17:  National Acts of Kindness Day 

February 18:  National Drink Wine Day (as if I need a 
dedicated holiday to partake!)

February 19:  President’s Day 

February 22:  National Margarita Day

February 23:  National Toast Day (now that sounds dry!)

February 24:  National Tortilla Chip Day (seems to me 
they missed the mark on this one – I just assume I will be 
having chips and salsa with my margarita on 2/22!)

February 27:  National Strawberry Day

February 28:  National Public Sleeping Day

Also, keep an eye on the sky!  There are a couple of rocket 
launches scheduled for February:

February 6:  PACE (Plankton, Aerosol, Cloud, Ocean 
Ecosystem) rocket scheduled to be launched from Cape 
Canaveral.  No time has been set yet.

February 10:  NOVA-C IM-1 rocket scheduled to be launched 
from the Kennedy Space Center.  No time has been set yet.

Check https://www.spacelaunchschedule.com/category/fl/ 
for updates as to launch times and/or postponements.

CROSSWORDCROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU
SOLUTION
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Sub Floor Repair
New Flooring Installation

(813) 606-4742 or (800) 377-7885(813) 606-4742 or (800) 377-7885

Soft Floors?
• Sub-Floor Repair/Replace
• New Laminate Flooring Install

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

10 Yrs
Exp.

10 Yrs
Exp.

INSURED &
FAMILY

OPERATED

FL State Licensed Mobile Home 
Installer # IH-1110636

FL State General Contractor
License #1531303
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Canela Health Insurance Agency LLCCanela Health Insurance Agency LLC
Hillsborough, Pasco & Pinellas Counties

Call To Get Your 
Complimentary Plan Review Today

727-422-2576 727-422-2576 (TTY:711)

canelahealthinsurance@gmail.com
1315 Oakfield Drive  # 496  Brandon, FL  33509

Priscilla CanelaPriscilla Canela
Licensed Independent Agent

FL License # P162152

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent 12 organizations 
which offer 89 products in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or 
your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.

Humana - Careplus - Aetna 
United Healthcare 
Freedom Health 

Optimum - Silverscript

•Medicare Advantage health Plans•
•Medicare Supplement Plans•

•Medicare Prescription Drug Plans•
•Dental & Vision•and many more•

Hablo Español

Your #1 Mobile Home Roofing Company Since 1984

CCC-058045 CCC-1330500

• A+ Better Business Bureau Rating
• People’s Choice Award Winner
• Celebrating 40 years in business

C E L E B R A T I N G

A

N N I V E R S A R Y

We Offer Financing!
FREE Estimates


